126                              France is Divided
" Patriotism is only now to be found under grubby shirts. Therein
lies the loss of France. July means the acquiescent defeat of the
highest ranks in name, fortune and talent. The devout masses have
won a victory over the wealthy, intelligent classes to whom devotion
to a cause is abhorrent. , . ."
" This change is the premium paid to the evil devouring us, to
individualism." .
" France, a country too eloquent not to be over-voluble, too filled
with vanity to recognise true talent, is the very last, in spite of the
sublime good sense of its language and masses, where the system of
two deliberating assemblies should be attempted."
"The French peasant has no other passion, no other desire, no
other wish and no other ambition than to die a property owner.
This desire is an outcome of the Revolution and the result of the
sale of national possessions."
" The moral effect (of the division of property by inheritance) is
worse than the material results. We are producing beggarly land-
owners among the people, semi-scholars among the petits-bourgeois:,
the idea of every man to his own, every man for himself, showed
its effects on the upper classes in July this year and will soon infect
the middle classes as well. A proletariat devoid of feelings, with no
other god- than envy, no other fanaticism than the despair of hunger,
with no faith and no creed, will advance and tread the heart of the
country underfoot. Foreign countries, risen to power under a mon-
archy, will find us with royalty without a king, with a legal system
without laws, with property without owners, with elections without
a government, with free will without strength, with equality without
happiness. Let us hope that before that time comes there may arise
in France a man of providence, one of the elect who will inspire
nations with a new spirit and, whether a Marius or a Sulla, whether
from below or on high, who will rebuild society."
It would.not be in the least surprising to learn one day that
Hitler, who was a great reader and purloined ideas wherever he
could, had read this conversation. It may be remembered that
in his Rlut und Boden policy he decreed that a peasant's eldest
son should inherit the land in entirety, as was the case in France
before the Revolution. And on reading Balzac*s century-old
words, how reminiscent they seem of the phraseology adopted by
the " leaders of the French peasantry " like Dorgeres and other
Fascists and semi-Fascists!
** To-day still as in the past jealous mediocrity is allowing the
thinkers and great political doctors, who have studied the wounds
of France and are in opposition to the spirit of their century, to die
of poverty. If they resist poverty, we ridicule them or treat them
as dreamers."